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A Beach Walk at Rye 27th June 2021

After a depressing weather forecast all week, and a band of rain as we drove to Number 16
Beach, Rye, the weather cleared to a mainly sunny day, which was perfect for walking:
Gerry, Heather + Peter, Tiz, Claire, Gill, Graham.
We started with a short climb up a soft sandy dune to get
a glimpse of the sea, before beginning the true walk along
the path, well sheltered from a bracing wind. After a while
the path led up to the cliff tops with views over the sea,
cliffs and beaches.
We stopped at Bridgewater Bay for a morning break,
Rainbow’s end was just over there
where we could go down the steps to the beach. The tide
was well in, so there was only a small beach.
Then on past the Koonya Beach car park to Mt St
Paul’s, up steps and a short climb to the lookout.
By this time we had seen plenty of sea views, so
when a squall came in we quickly backtracked to
our sheltered lunch spot.
After lunch we retraced our steps a short distance
and made our way to the path alongside
Melbourne Road and finally to Number 16 Beach
Car Park.
Opposite the car park is No 16 General Store
where we purchased some drinks and finished the
day.

Running down the dune
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Drouin Remnant and Planted Tree Walk on 23 rd May 2021

The group as we reached the cliff top

Our party of 9 DVBC members Julie, Tiz, Claire, Gill, Gerry, Robert, John, Heather and Peter
rendezvoused at the Civic Park in the centre of the Drouin township where the first walk
was to commence. A booklet published by a local group called Friends of Drouin’s Trees was
handed to each walker. The booklet covers 12 different walks in the Drouin area and each
walk features trees listed on the Baw Baw Shire Significant Tree Register.
It is worth noting that just 150 years ago the whole area was part of the Great Gippsland
Forest making it one of the last places in Victoria to be developed. Much of the forest was
cut down for timber and to make way for the railway and farmland. Fortunately, some have
survived within the current residential boundary of Drouin and today testify to incredible
height, girth, age, habitat and historical value. In addition, early pioneers and townspeople
beautified the town by planting trees. Today there are a number of superb elms, oaks,
planes and other exotic trees of substantial age.
The first walk titled The Bill Kraft Giant (next image!) Walk covered a distance of 5 km
finishing back at the Park. Among the many trees featured were the native Mountain Grey
Gums, Messmates, Spotted Gums, and Silky Oaks together with numerous European trees
and two enormous Canary Island palms planted over 100 years ago. The key highlight, the
Bill Kraft Giant, is a Mountain Grey Gum with a trunk girth of 7 m surviving from preEuropean settlement.
Another highlight was the avenue of 160 Bhutan Cypresses (image at the end of walk
report!) along what was once the driveway to an old farmhouse now demolished.
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Walk two titled Trees of Many Nations Walk approx. 2 km commenced at the Porter
Memorial Park planted out with mostly English Elms and Oaks, in the early 1900s. The area
was the site of the sale yards, and the trees were planted for shade. The walk crossed over
the Main South Road to the Alex Goudie Flora&Fauna Reserve. The park is set around
existing natural springs forming a lake. In 1988 as part of Australia’s Bicentenary, many trees
were planted to acknowledge the various nationalities of Buln Buln Shire (cypresses, hore
chestnet, golden rain tree, palms, etc.) and then, in February this year, further planting was
celebrated. The guest speaker was a very lively 102 year old daughter of Alex Goudie!
The walk looped alongside the Drouin Butter Factory where there were two Flax-leaf and
one Prickly-leaf Paperbarks. The largest Flax-leaf paperbark has a trunk girth of 1.5 m and is
about 70 years old. We also passed an old pioneer residence at the entrance of which are
two Norfolk Island pines planted in 1889 and a remnant Mountain Grey Gum known as the
‘Sutcliffe Giant’ which although dead is preserved as a habitat tree. The final route was past
21 heritage listed mature English Elms planted in a row in the early 1900s.

Lunch was enjoyed back at the Alex Goudie Reserve after which Heather and Peter left us.
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Walk three called The Settlement Giant Walk of approx. 2.5 km commenced at the sporting
complex of Bellbird Park. Initially, the path started around the oval then through a manmade lake area. Earth dug from the lake was backed up on the west side creating islands.
The seeds in that earth (now trees) are on these islands. Many wetland birds can be seen on
the lake and in the reed beds. A path led us through a priceless fern gully which gave us a
glimpse of what it would have been like for the pioneers. Ferns up to 5 m in height. Over 30
species of native birds have been spotted in this area. Continuing on we walked through the
sports grounds to find ourselves at the highlight of the day, The Settlement Giant. (first
image at this walk report!). A Mountain Grey Gum, the largest and oldest remnant gum in
Drouin. A girth of 12.5 m and 30 m high, home to many native birds and approx.. 300+ years
old.
We finished the day enjoying coffee and cake at a Drouin café. A beautiful sunny day
highlighted by the amazing trees of Drouin.
Julie Kidd
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Birdsland Walk & Boys Farm Track @Lysterfield – 4 th July, 2021
Five of us met at the Mount Morton Carpark - Tecoma at 9.15am for a 9.30am start.
We crossed the footbridge and walked the Platypus Lake walk (renamed - formerly known
as Monbulk Creek Retarding Basin).
There are two lakes with supposedly lots of birdlife, however most of them seemed to be
hiding. Perhaps it was too cold!!
We continued until we found the boundary
with Lysterfield Park and turned right into
Dargon Track. This was very pleasant and
the walkers had plenty to chat about as
some of us had not seen each other for
quite some time.
There were lots of kangaroos about, they
watched us closely and eventually leaped
across to the other side of the track into
parkland.

Through the gate and entering
Granite Track, where I received a
couple of 'complaints'. I had
mentioned in my email that there
were going to be a few
'undulations' and if people wished
to bring poles, please do so!!
According to the gentlemen on
the walk these 'undulations' were
called 'hills'!!!
I apologized and promised that I
would keep that in mind when
next inviting people to come on
my walk.
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We climbed steadily for about 800 meters and found some very large boulders, where we
could shelter from the wind to have a break and morning tea.
Even though it was very overcast and cloudy we still had good views over the surrounding
area.
Towards the end of Granite Track we hit Wellington Road, where we crossed and proceeded
to find the start of the Boys Farm Track.
This was a little obscure at the beginning, but we found the track. Easy walking with here
and there a few relics, such as pumps, wells and foundations.
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Some signposting too, where we read about the history of Boys Farm, which was set up by
the Church of England in 1930.
Basically, these young lads (14-15 years old) were taken advantage of and were used for
cheap labour. They were provided with shelter, clothing and food. The farm operated until
1936, when the state government took it over to build Lysterfield Reservoir .

We walked most of the track, including
a short loop at the end, then headed
back to Wellington Road.
Crossed again to pick up Granite Track
from the other end into Abrahams
Track and hit Ballarat Track (Melways
spelling in 2011).
On the new signage it says Ballart
Track however. We assumed that this
was the way to go as the name was
near enough.
The last section of the walk took as
back to Dargon Track and the lakes
where we started in the morning. A
few 'undulations' again!!!

Total distance walked was 14.5 kms.
We were pleased with our efforts and
felt we deserved a nice afternoon tea, which was had at Earthy Pleasures in Belgrave. Home
made baked cheesecake and muffins to go with our coffees and hot chocolates was just
what we needed!!!
Thanks to John, Ken A, Richard and Phil for accompanying me on the day.
P.S.: some information provided by me in my original notes re: Birdsland Reserve were
apparently incorrect, although I had sourced the information for reputable sources (or so I
thought!). Julie's grandparents owned the land and bought it from the Ryan family, not from
the indigenous people and they never had sheep either!!
Julie is in the process of following this up and hopefully will get it rectified.
Anna
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